Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


>. 


PRODUCTION  AND  MARKETING  ADMITS  T£ATI0Nf  r Q  ^ 
Field  Service  Branch 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRI&nJ!IiHStM  s 


State  College,  Nev;  Mexico    I  ^rtf***^^' 
November  22,  1946  \    .  «f*K^  ^ 


November  22,  1946  Wi,*** 
A  C  A        FARM  NEWS 

1946  HARVEST  BIGGEST  IN  NATION'S  HISTORY 
The  biggest  orop  harvest  in  United  States  history  has  become  a  reality  with 
total  crop  production  running  3  points  above  the  previous  peak  year  of  1942,  as 
indicated  by  the  November  crop  report  of  the  U#  S.  Department  of  Agriculture «  At 
the  same  time,  the  report  indicates  the  large  crop  outturn  asked  for  next  year 
ilready  is  on  the  v,ay. 

The  1946  crops  reached  harvest  under  almost  ideal  conditions*  October's 
favorable  growing  weather  boosted  both  yields  and  quality.    Corn  prospects  in- 
creased 6  million  bushels  for  a  new  record  of  3,381  million  bushels.  Soybeans, 
ctatoes,  tobacco,  apples,  pears,  grapes,  and  sugar  beets  also  improved.     The  only 
\mpprtant  decline  was  in  cotton  production.    Total  oil  crop  output  is  below  1945. 

As  a  v.'hole,  yields  per  acre  in  1946  were  the  second  largest  on  record,  being 
2  percent  above  the  1923-32  average  and  exceeded  only  in  1942.    Weather,  improved 
3e©d,  better  production  methods,  and  conservation  farming  contributed  to  the  gain. 
Winter  wheat  to  be  harvested  in  1947  is  making  good  progress.    In  the  Great  Plains 
especially,  prospects  have  seldom  beer,  better. 

FARM  WAGE  CONTROL  ENDED  NOJgfflSR  I 
With  a  "thank  you"  to  farmers  and  farm  workers  for  their  evaporation,  the 
Eepartr.ent  of  Agr iculturo  last  rteek  announced  that  farm  wage  ceilings  in  effect 
durin~  the  wartime  labnr  shortage  period  were  ^nded  along  with  termination 
general  lAge  ceilings  by  President  Truman  ?n  November  9. 
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FARM  HENS  A].'D  COWS  SSTTIHG  MORE  RECORDS 
Milk  and  egg  production  on  U.  S.  farms  stayed  high  during  October  with  milk 
output  the  third  highest  on  record,  just  2  percent  below  October  1945.  Production 
r>er  coiv  was  at  a  record  high  for  the  month*    Farm  flocks  laid  2  percent  more  eggs 
than  in  October  a  year  ago  and  35  percent  more  than  the  10-year  average* 

For  the  first  10  months  of  1946,  milk  production  was  103.3  billion  pounds, 
compared  with  105.5  billion  pounds  for  the  same  period  in  1945.  Egg  production 
for  the  10  months  was  48.1  billion  eggs,  compared  with  48.3  billion  a  year  earlier. 

FEW  WARTIME  ORDERS  III  EFFECT  OK  FOOD 
Sugar,  syrups  and  molasses,  and  rice  are  the  only  food  items  still  under 
price  controls,  and  sugar  is  the  only  food  regaining  under  the  wartime  subsidy 
program,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  reports.    Set-aside  programs  are  in  effect 
only  for  rice,  canned  fish,  and  walnuts,  but  the  domestic  distribution  of  flour, 
sugar,  peanuts,  and  heavy  cream  is  still  subject  to  control.    Restrictions  under 
War  Food  Orders  still  apply  to  the  use  of  raisins  and  Zante  currants  in  beverages 
and  nonfood  products,  edible  molasses  in  manufactured  products,  and  grain  in  rss.lt 
beverages  and  distilled  products. 

FIELD  SEED  OUTPUT  HIGHER  THAI!  AVERAGE 
The  1946  production  of  6  major  field  seeds  —  alfalfa,  red  clover,  alsike 
clover,  sweetclover,  timothy,  and  Sudan  grass  --  is  estimated  at  302,961,000 
pounds  of  clean  secd»    This  is  13  percent  above  1945  and  4  percent  more  than  the 
1940-44  average.    Production  of  alfalfa,  and  red  and  alsike  clover  is  above  aver- 
ago,  while  the  ether  throe  fall  below. 

Acreage  and  poundage  payments  provided  in  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Pro- 
gram for  alfalfa,  and  red  and  alsike  clover,  and  higher  market  orices  received 
by  growers  have  resulted  in  a  larger  seed  harvest  than  first  expected.  / 
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CATTLE  UP,  LAMBS  DOWN  IN  FEEDING  OPERATIONS 
Corn  Belt  farmers  have  boon  moving  in  record  numbers  of  stocker  and  feeder 
cattle,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  reports.    For  8  States,  shipments  for  the  4 
months  July-October  amounted  to  about  1,G22,000  head,  an  increase  of  about  23  per- 
cent over  last  year  with  largest  increases  showing  up  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  and 
Missouri* 

Together  with  a  record  production  of  corn  of  good  quality  and  large  supplies 
of  other  feeds  and  excellent  wheat  pastures,  this  movement  points  to  a  substantial 
increase  ovor  1345  in  cattle  feeding  in  Corn  Belt  States  during  the  coming  winter 
feeding  season.     Cattle  feeding  in  Western  States,  however,  is  expected  to  be  on  a 
smaller  scale  than  last  winter.    Available  information  there  points  to  increased 
feeding  operations  only  in  California. 

November  1  reports  on  lamb  feeding  indicate  a  somewhat  smaller  number  to  bo 
fed  this  winter  than  last.    Corn  Belt  and  Western  finishing  will  be  down,  accord- 
ing to  present  indications,  while  lambs  finished  on  wheat  past-arcs  in  Plains 
States  is  expected  to  be  up.    Marketings  are  expected  to  bo  heavy  in  early  1947. 

FARtv:  NEWS  SHORTS 

CIVILIAN  PER  CAPITA  CONSUMPTION  of  food  fats  and  oils  dropped  each  year  during 
tho  war,  from  43  pounds  in  1941  to  40  in  1945,  the  lowest  in  over  20  years. 

FARM  WORKERS  TOTALED  10,809,000  persons  on  farms  on  November  1,  the  largest 
for  November  since  1942,  but  only  slightly  more  than  a  year  ago.    Among  those 
workers  were  0,306,000  farm  operators  and  2,505,000  hired  hands. 

A  RECORD  LARGE  TONNAGE  PRODUCTION  of  13  commercial  truck  crops  is  indicated 
this  fall  —  5  percent  greater  than  last  year.  Acreage  of  the  crops  for  harvest 
is  21  percent  above  average. 

TOTAL  IMPORTS  OF  FATS  AND  OILS  into  the  U.  S.  in  1947  will  not  be  much  more 
than  half  of  the  2  billion  pounds  imported  annually  in  the  immediate  prewar  years. 

THE  INT3RNATI0N  EMERGENCY  FOOD  COUNCIL  says  world  supplies  of  all  basic  foods 
are  still  far    short  of  meeting  world  needs,  with  the  situation  especially  serious 

for  cereals  including  rice,  fats  and  oils  and  sugar. 
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